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It’s easy to lose the larger narrative of the 
given the relentless pace and complexity of the news.
Stepping back to view the timeline from beginning to end
reveals how these parallel threads — contacts, hacking and
social media fraud — often crossed during the election.
Campaign aides who denied knowledge of Russian contacts
were later revealed to have either known about them or
pursued them, though none ever told the F.B.I.

Each line below represents a single event, action or
statement.
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This timeline organizes the complex web of events into
parallel threads to show a more complete picture, from the
moment Donald J. Trump entered the presidential race to his
nearly daily attacks on the Russia investigation as members
of his inner circle were charged with crimes.

A  of the people, groups and organizations in the

timeline appears at the bottom of this article.

About a month after Donald J. Trump formally announced

his presidential campaign, he received an invitation to go to

Moscow for the 60th birthday of Aras Agalarov, a Russian

billionaire who co-hosted the Miss Universe pageant with

him in 2013. Later that fall, the Trump Organization began to

actively pursue a real estate project in Moscow.
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Russians reached out to campaign officials with offers of

“dirt” on Hillary Clinton and invitations to back-channel

meetings. The top military intelligence service in Russia

hacked the Democrats while a network of Russian computer

specialists use stolen identities, false personas and fake

social media accounts and ads to sow discord and undermine

the election.
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Russia largely dominated the national political conversation

after Mr. Trump was elected. American intelligence agencies

concluded that President Vladimir V. Putin personally

ordered the campaign to interfere in the election.

Questionable transition contacts and accusations of attempts

by Mr. Trump to kill the investigation come to light. Mr.
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